il T zilll
QUAD CITIES INTERFAITH

Quad Cities Interfaith
2021-2022

Community Report




151 $ #)4) %a ()

9. tw9{{9{ %' 'DW!{e'950 ¢h h'w . w9

A Huge Thank You to our host:
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Opening Prayer: Imam Qasimi Muslim Community of the
Quad Cities
Breakfast: Veggie/egg/hashbrown casserole
OR

Scrambled eggs w/ Turkey Bacon

And cheesy hashbrowns

Our Work: Overviewi Amber Bordolo
N O T o 8Saila Meyer

Community IDfiMayra Hernandez

Invest in QCI. Amber Bordolo

Honorees: Sara Meyer
Gloria Mancilla
Tracy Singleton
Tee LeShoure
Cecilia OdBrien

Jacque McCoy

Closing Prayer: Katie Styrt, QCI AND Faith Leaders Caucus
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Amber grew up in Clinton. She went to California State University San Bernardino on a scholarship
from the State Department for Strategic Languag
Literature and Culture while studying abroad in Jordan. Her second degree is in Social Science
Interdisciplinary Track with a focus on Sociology, Anthropology, and Political Science. Upon graduation

she moved to Los Angeles where she began organizing around many social justice issues such as
women and workersd rights. While in LA Amber w
volunteered with various grass roots organizations. In 2012 she was sent back to lowa to work as a
Field Organizer for reelection campaign of Barack Obama. After this Amber graduated with her
masterds degree from SIT (School for I nternation
and Sustainable Development. After graduate school she worked as the Gender Coordinator for a nen
profit in Liberia where she ran and developed programs for women. Amber is the mother of four year

old Liberty. As executive director of Quad Cities Interfaith she works to train effective leaders who are

able to live their faith and values in the public arena, providing a process for ordinary people to make
extraordinary change in their communities.
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Mayra serves as Lead Organizer for QCI. | was born in Mexico and
came to live in the United States when | was four years old. |

received an Associates of Arts in Digital Mass Communications

from lowa Central Community College and a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science from the University of lowa. Currently, | am a
Community Organizer with Quad Cities Interfaith and my main

goal is to identify and develop leaders in the QCA to use their

voices and their stories to be powerful.
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I'm 22 years old, and a senior at St. Ambrose
University. | study Social Work there, and am
planning on getting a Masters of Social Work after
completing by BSW. At St. Ambrose, I'm a Student
Government Senator as well as the president of
Social Work Students for Advocacy. I'm also a
student representative on the lowa Chapter National
Association of Social Workers Student Committee.
Once I've finished my degrees, | plan to continue a
career in organizing and policy change. My work with
QCl is teaching me the key skills of organizing, and |
am grateful to be a part of the team here! Some of
the work I'm doing includes voter registration
campaigns, working around Burmese refugee issues,
and starting a campaign to improve student welfare
policies in public schools. My life motto is

‘Slqr/r_ender resi stance t
$cep r@sponsibility for what you can change."
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Cassandra Erwin has been active in the Quad Cities
since moving to the area in 2016. With a passion for
community, she hit the ground running and began
assisting the county level democratic party. After
being actively involved in campaigns for local &amp;
state level office, she became concerned with city
level work. Appointed Civil Service Commissioner in
2018, she served as the c
was vocal in seeking an equitable workforce among
city workers before her term ended in 2020. In
addition to volunteering, Cassandra has
predominantly worked in the nonprofit sector as
office manager for the Quad Cities Chapter of the
National Electrical Contractors Association and
executive director of Normaleah Ovarian Cancer
Initiative. She lives in Davenport with her son and
their dog, where they love to garden and have
backyard bonfires.
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Mrs. Sheila Parkeiwilson is a blue loving pisces
from lowa! After being born and raised in lllinois,
she thought a change is what she needed after
all, and moved to the Quad Cities. She loves her
community and is dedicated to ensuring all
her neighbors thrive. She is a mother of 4
beauti ful d aug Htaedr st oa nm4g
grandchildren! She was involved with organizing
her fellow renters whenfacing the destruction of
their homes. Through these actions she brought
the issues tenants face to the public and
decision makers. Sheila is a part time organizer
with Quad Cities Interfaith and works as a nurse.
Other than her love for helping others, she also
enjoys cooking, organizing, and taking some
alléwit) her grandchildren .



